




Remarks from our Co-Chairs

Congressman Meeks shared concerns about the danger our country is in. For the first time, America is seen as alone 
instead of first because our adversaries look like our allies and our allies look like our adversaries. He celebrated being in 
person at the Edward Davis Center to see Rev. Davis’s dream of housing and community development being fulfilled.

The JFK Redevelopment has been through a lot of ups and down since COVID with a lot of unknowns. Through the tough 
times, the work continued behind the scenes with the PANYNJ and the Terminal Developers to make it to this point. He 
acknowledged RF Wilkins, Crescent Consultants, Rachelle Antoine, Akshar Patel and the entire Community Advisory 
Council for their efforts. He warned the community that challenging days may be ahead again because of implications with 
this administration. This can be seen with 401K decreases and costs going up for business. This administration promised  
to fix the economy and inflation rates and economy on “Day 1” but now job creation is moving towards being worst than 
great depression. Despite the potential challenges ahead, Congressman Meeks pledged to make sure JFK is remodeled as 
the greatest example of a modern airport in the world. He applauded the Governor’s Office for making a commitment to 
make sure people has access to capital for this project and hinted about an upcoming announcement.  

Congressman Meeks closed with his gratitude to be present with his constituents after a tough week in Washington DC. As 
he travels, walking through the terminals he is excited to see the transformation. While there is more work to do, with 
collaborative effort we will succeed. He reminded everyone to come prepared to compete for these opportunities and so 
that as co-chairs, they can advocate for more opportunities. He introduced his new staff member Maxwell Rose and closed 
with “Power comes from the people. I will have your back with the PANYNJ & I will have your back in DC. The United States 
of America is the best county in the world, NYC is the best city  in the State and Queens is best community ever led by our 
Borough President Donovan Richards!”



Borough President Richards thanked Congressman Meeks and applauded how he fights for the interests of his 
constituents at home and in DC. He also thanked the PANYNJ  and the Terminal Developers for their continued work and 
highlighted the recent Terminal 5 event.  

The Borough President also shared the unemployment rate is down in Queens from 24% in 2020 to now 4.8%, the lowest in 
the city due to projects like redevelopments like LGA & JFK . With 2 Billion dollars going towards Queens based businesses, 
there has been significant opportunities which include concessions at the airport. Travelers will get a true taste of Queens.
He cautioned that while DEI is under attack, we are going to hold PANYNJ to their commitment to MWBE participation and 
procurement goals. He defined DEI as “Definitely Earned It”. He also acknowledged the Governor’s Office for working to get 
businesses access to capital.

He also highlighted other exciting news in the Borough like building the first soccer stadium in the city  with the same goals 
for  local hiring and MWBEs. Outreach and information sessions are continuing to be held at Borough Hall. Other projects 
include the  Interborough Express (IBX) light rail to connect Bay Ridge, Brooklyn to Jackson Heights, Queens,  and the 
Borough Based Jails; with rehabilitation and create economic opportunities for those impacted by criminal justice system. 

He reminded the audience and Advisory Council that we need to ambassadors of this project to ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to compete on these projects.

The BP closed with great pride in celebrating that Queens is the most diverse county in the United States and we will 
continue to create opportunities and “get the money”.




























































































































































